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	Group name:
	Welsh Masters Advisory Group


	Date/Time:
	Wednesday 18th January 2023 at 7-00pm 

	Attendees:
	Bernie Jones, Jacqueline Brace,  Niki Morgan,  Lee Aherne,  Rod Davies


	Apologies:

	Helen-Marie Davies, Simon Lewis

	Declaration of Interest:

	There were none



1. Update on Actions reviewed from previous meeting:
i. Welsh Masters Championships 2023 – BJ indicated that Alex Donald had confirmed that they had agreed a 2 year deal for senior and master championships due to the pandemic and therefore we were not in a position to look at our ‘own’ Masters Championships for 2023. We can review in the middle of the year and liaise with Alex Donald regarding 2024 championships.

There was confusion at the Old Father Tyme race over Christmas as this has always been the ‘Masters’ 5mile Championships but no-one from the race had spoken to either Welsh Masters or Welsh Athletics about the event being a Welsh Championships for Masters. 

A discussion took place regarding the Masters Marathon Championships and after it was realised that Snowdon was already full it was agreed that BJ would talk to Chester Marathon about incorporating the Welsh Marathon Championships into their race, as it is already the international between England and Wales.

ii. Welsh Inter Regions Cross Country – Everyone who had attended the Welsh Inter Region at Monmouth agreed that they had been a success and that the inclusion of the 65+ category with smaller numbers required was a positive step forward and welcomed by the older athletes. 

iii. Gwent League clash with Masters Cross Country International, Glasgow 2023 – Concern was expressed regarding the clash between the Gwent League and the Masters Cross Country International. Unfortunately it is the host nation who determine the date of the international and it appears that Scotland do not use the UKA designated league cross country dates and hence the clash.  

2. Key Points discussed /Decisions made
i. Feedback from BMAF Cross Country International Dublin  - 
BJ outlined some of the issues with lateness of the hotel information (athletes only had 3 days to book and benefit from the discount rate) which together with high costs for both hotel and flights resulted in numbers being down in some age groups. BJ indicated that with costs so high he did not call up reserves in the last week or so, especially as the athletes would have had to sort out their own hotel. The event was a success although Ireland did have problems with the presentations afterwards as countries were in two rooms and therefore the presentation was disjointed. Following Dublin, Kay Chapman did offer her services for the future to help with Team Management. As an experienced Team Manager welcomed the willing volunteer. 

BJ sought clarity from Welsh Masters regarding future Masters Cross Country Internationals as he didn’t feel it was right that some information was withheld or delayed from the Irish organisers. RD indicated that it was his understanding that the agreement with Welsh Athletics was not just a one year deal but for all future Masters Cross Country Internationals. RD also indicated that it was time for integration of UKA and BMAF.

As a result it was agreed that the Advisory Group should contact BMAF regarding the thorny issue of Masters membership (Welsh Masters sorted out temporary membership for Dublin for those not members). 

ii. Masters International Matches 2023 /Standards/Selection Criteria/Selection Meetings- The four road races 5km, 10km, half marathon and marathon were confirmed. BJ indicated that it had taken time to get confirmation from the Performance Section of Welsh Athletics regarding our standards and selection criteria but they had been recently agreed. JB clarified the changes in Welsh Athletic s and confirmed that Master Internationals would not be part of performance.     

It was agreed that Selection Meetings should be separate than the Advisory Meetings and selection meetings were set for the 10km on 6th February 2023 and the Half Marathon on 12th April 2023 both at 7pm. As for Tenby and Bristol, the women on the Advisory Group will prepare their women’s team list before the selection meeting and likewise the men. Dates will be agreed for selection meetings for the two remaining internationals.

BJ and JB agreed to be Team Managers were ever possible and it was suggested that we look at having Assistants working with different age groups. 

JB suggested that we should contact Jozie Postles, Communication Manager who would post the International Opportunities across all Welsh Athletics media outlets.

	3.   Any Other Business
i. Trail Championships – NM asked about the situation with Welsh Masters Trail Championships. JB indicated that the current Welsh Trail Championships are multi-age group. BJ to check with Arwel Lewis of the events/dates.
ii. Advisory Group Membership – as Jo Donnelly hadn’t been in touch or attended the last few meetings it was agreed that BJ would contact her to ascertain her interest and if need be seek a replacement, ideally an English based Welsh woman.


	New Actions arising
	Owner
	Due Date

	1. Liaise with Alex Donald regarding the allocation of Welsh Masters Championships for 2024
	BJ
	19/04/23

	2. Clarify the situation with Les Croupiers and the Old Father Tyme race for 2023 and Welsh Masters Championship
	BJ
	19/04/23

	3. Contact Chester Marathon about incorporating the Welsh Masters Marathon Championships into the event
	BJ
	31/01/23

	4. Contact BMAF regarding Masters membership for the International cross country.
	BJ
	31/01/23

	5. Selection Meetings: 10km – 6/2/23; Half Marathon – 12/4/23 – both at 7pm 
	ALL
	06/02/23 & 12/04/23

	6. Promote the Master International opportunities. BJ to contact Jozie Postles
	BJ
	19/01/23

	7. Seek clarity on the current multi-age group Trail Championships – BJ to contact Arwel Lewis
	BJ
	31/01/23

	8. It was agreed that BJ would ascertain Jo Donnelly’s interest in the Advisory Group going forward and if need be seek an alternative, ideally an English based Welsh woman
	BJ
	19/04/23

	9. Jacqueline Brace to arrange for video link for the next meeting on 19th April 2023 and the Selection Meetings.
	JB
	06/02/23
12/04/23
19/04/23



Risks
	Risks identified
	Level 
	Mitigations

	No risks were identified
	
	



Date of Next Masters Advisory Group Meeting 	-	Wednesday 19th April 2023 at 7pm


Further Advisory Group Meetings:		-	Wednesday 12th July 2023 at 7pm
							Wednesday 11th October at 7pm
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